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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"3\">in American economic history. The membership<BR>in 1869 consisted of eleven tailors. This small<BR>beginning grew into the famous Assembly No. 1.<BR>Soon the ship carpenters wanted to join, and As- <BR>sembly No. 2 was organized. The shawl-weavers<BR>formed another assembly, the carpet-weavers an- <BR>other, and so on, until over twenty assemblies, cov- <BR>ering almost every trade, had been organized in<BR>Philadelphia alone. By 1875 there were eighty as- <BR>semblies in the city and its vicinity. As the num- <BR>ber of lodges multiplied, it became necessary to<BR>establish a common agency or authority, and a<BR>Committee on the Good of the Order was consti- <BR>tuted to represent all the local units, but this com- <BR>mittee was soon superseded by a delegate body<BR>known as the District Assembly. As the move- <BR>ment spread from city to city and from State to<BR>State, a General Assembly was created in 1878<BR>to hold annual conventions and to be the supreme<BR>authority of the order. In 1883 the membership of<BR>the order was 52,000; within three years, it had<BR>mounted to over 700,000; and at the climax of<BR>its career the society boasted over 1,000,000 work- <BR>men in the United States and Canada who had<BR>vowed fealty to its knighthood.</FONT><BR>\
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<SPAN class=font1 style=\" line-height:14.9pt;\">in American economic history. The membership<BR>in 1869 consisted of eleven tailors. This small<BR>beginning grew into the famous Assembly No. 1.<BR>Soon the ship carpenters wanted to join, and As- <BR>sembly No. 2 was organized. The shawl-weavers<BR>formed another assembly, the carpet-weavers an- <BR>other, and so on, until over twenty assemblies, cov- <BR>ering almost every trade, had been organized in<BR>Philadelphia alone. By 1875 there were eighty as- <BR>semblies in the city and its vicinity. As the num- <BR>ber of lodges multiplied, it became necessary to<BR>establish a common agency or authority, and a<BR>Committee on the Good of the Order was consti- <BR>tuted to represent all the local units, but this com- <BR>mittee was soon superseded by a delegate body<BR>known as the District Assembly. As the move- <BR>ment spread from city to city and from State to<BR>State, a General Assembly was created in 1878<BR>to hold annual conventions and to be the supreme<BR>authority of the order. In 1883 the membership of<BR>the order was 52,000; within three years, it had<BR>mounted to over 700,000; and at the climax of<BR>its career the society boasted over 1,000,000 work- <BR>men in the United States and Canada who had<BR>vowed fealty to its knighthood.</SPAN><BR>\
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